Educational medicine is the study and practice of child health and paediatrics in relation to the process of learning. It requires an understanding of child development, the educational environment, the child's response to schooling, the disorders that interfere with a child's capacity to learn, and the special needs of the disabled. Its practitioners need to work cooperatively with the teachers, psychologists, and others who may be concerned with the child and to understand the influences of family and social environment.
The interrelation between health, education, and the social needs of children and their families must be recognised. The rapid increase in the number of single parent families and the needs of the large number of children who are now part of broken, divorced, and reconstituted households and those whose parents are unemployed, must be considered.
The school health team should consist of a named doctor and nurse trained in educational medicine, therapists, and dental staff. .'.
Doctors and nurses in community c
Child development centre-The team of professionals that assesses, treats, and supports children with special needs and their families is ideally based in a district centre situated in the community or the hospital. The same integrated team can support the children at home and in any group, unit, or school they attend.
Education Act 1981-This act incorporates many of the recommendations of the Wamock Committee report (1978) on the special educational needs of children. About 20% of the population have such requirements, and if they cannot be met by the resources and facilities of normal schools a statuory assesment and statement of needs must be made.
Parents can request this assessment whatever the age of the child; their consent is required only if the child is under 2 years of age. The assessment is often initiated by a professional. Assessment is carried out by the teacher, an educational psychologist, and a doctor, who is either the school doctor or a consultant. The medical report will include all specialist opinions and the paramedical reports. A health authority has a duty to inform the education authority about a child whom it believes may have special educational needs. The statement issued to the parents by the local education authority contains the parental view of proposals for placement and the professional assessment reports, and it lists the special provision to be made by the local education authority and district health authority.
In the spirit ofWarnock, handicapped children should be integrated into a normal school whenever the necessary resources are available. The situation is reviewed annually and reassessment carried out at 13-14 years. This is a chapter from the third edition of the ABC of One to Seven, which has been edited by H B Valman. The book will be published in September 1993.
